








t:, The woodwork in the chil

dren's bedroom combines use

fulness, beauty, and delight. The 

ladder, with its wood pegs, 

smooth finish, and rounded 

ends, is a work of art that carries 

the kids up to the loft. 

148 { Cottage 

The room is just the right size for stretching out vvith a 

board game until the sun shines through the skylight and 

gives the "okay to play outdoors" signal. 

The Clearing 

The term cotta9e 9arden tends to call up images of overplanted 

gardens with lots of hollyhocks and blousy rosebushes. For 

many of us, cottage pleasures may include gardening, but 

more often our gardens are the entire landscape around 

the cottage, enjoyed for its diversity more than for prize

specimen plants. This cottage has no tame plantings. Instead, 

it is surrounded on three sides by fir h·ees, ferns, ground 

cover, and dappled light. By contrast, the sunny spot of lawn 

behind the cottage is magical, like a fairy circle discovered in 

the woods. 

COTTAGE 

LIKE A HOUSE IN PARADISE 

T
he coffered ceiling of this 
cottage is a microcosm of 
the cottage itself. The 

warmth of natural wood, the 
craft of good bu i Id i ng, and the 
intimacy of well-scaled design 
have all been blended to create 
the perfect ceiling and the per
fect living space. 

Both ceiling and cottage have 
a structural purpose-the ceiling to hold up the 
upper floor and the cottage to provide shelter. 
Both fulfill the function of creating a space for 
dining, discussion, and work at home. And both, 
glory in the Snow White, cottage-in-the-woods 
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image that gives this tiny cot
tage such allure. 

The rough-hewn structural 
wood members of the ceiling 
conjure up the feeling of sitting 
beneath the branches of trees. 
Most likely Adam and Eve lived 
in an "aedicule," the progeni
tor of all buildings, a basic hut 
made of four peeled-bark 

columns supporting four peeled-bark beams. 
Like Adam and Eve's house in Paradise, this ceil
ing expresses the simplicity and strength of the 
most basic of buildings. 

,� The owners tam�d a bit of the woodland landscape with a handkerchief patch 

of lawn that sets the cottage off from the dense woods. A gay perennial border 

edged with a woven twig picket completes the transition from lawn to paved patio. 

<I The peaked 

ceiling, open win

dow flaps, and tree

top views lend a 

tentlike feeling to 

the children's bed

room. Single beds 

placed toe-to-toe 

reinforce the camp 

atmosphere. 
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