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Chosen with care lo caplure
the wiew and to adbere (o Wash
inglon State's well thought oul
energy code, the boldly banded
windows give the cottage a wide-
eyed, cheerful demeanar.

cither retreat nor

vacation home, this

Iil'ﬁ:‘.' I.“lﬂlﬂg{' LRI1] 1.]]":

cilge of Puget Sound is
cnj p_w:l as olten as a |1||.-'.}' wark schedule allows. When the
W |uJ1|g_|1l the property, she asked architect Ross E'|i.:||‘.|1'|'|
Lo {]t':-'ign a cotlage for the site that would require removing
as lew trees as possible. Because a small lltlilllin;__[ is casiest 1o
fit between trees, Ross proposed that they construct twa
small collages—an intimate main cottage and a 220)-sq. I
puest cottage 20 [, away, The two-story, one-bedroom, one
bath main cottage is smaller than most urban apartiments,
bl“. thi' g{}r{_{k‘“u-\' Nk‘lli“g ﬂn‘l '.'N-jh”l-\ii'ﬂ.' 'l'iL‘“':i ‘-'"-':ll}“- il- W Ii1-||

a generous and luxurious feel,

One-of-a-Kind Houses

Cine hallmark that sets votlages apart is that cach is one ol a
kind, and cotlage owners revel in this unigqueness, Designs
for most cottages come from the owner'’s heart, not from
thoughts about resale, The owner of this cottage wanted the
first-Mloor living /dining aleove and kitchen to low wogether,
She requested one large second-Noor bedroom where she

could enjoy whale watching and eagle watching from the



Owernight guests enjoy
the intimate scale and
privacy of the adjacent
studiofguest cotlage. Wide
window trim, corner boards,
fascia, frieze, and belly-
band, all painted white,
give the small structure the
appearance of a dellhouse.

comlort of an easy chair. Storage was a high priority, too;
the combination of a second-lNoor tll'ﬂ."hs'mg roon and lirst-

Moor ﬁlt}!‘.‘lgl" room I'bl'l']"-'i.tll.".'i more .ulv:m*ing Apace than the

owner ever imagined possible in such a small cottage.

Rather than devating square lootage to a second bedroom
that would be used only occasionally, Ross made the second-
Haor hallway just a little wider than the standard dimension,
The well-lit“hallroom,” as the owner calls it, accommodates
bookshelves and a work and hobby desk, In a nook at the
head of the open staircase are built-in drawers with a daybed
on tap that doubles as an tu'ﬂ':1ig|'|l spot for close friends

or family,

The See-Through House

Windows are an important feature in cottage design, Ross
employs three different window stvles here: tall two-over-

Two carner u'imltm'ﬁ: narrower and .‘illlJFLL‘J' windows in the

Highly varnished knotly pine enfolds the dining alcove, The deep
banguette is multipurpose: The benches are built-in storage units with
wide backs that work az shelves, and the sills are wide enough to hold
coffee cups.
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The tiled-topped backsplash provides extra
counter space and hides cooking operations from
the entry and the living recom. The tiny 9-ff, by 9-fi.
kitchen and dining nook is the activity hub of this
intimately scaled cottage.
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In some cultures, red signifies happiness and prosperity. The red gate
and door are cheery guides, leading visilors like gay beacons to the gray
cottages that huddie in the shadows of surrounding trees.

Pairing two windows at the corners presents a panoramic view of the landscape from the living room and
kitchen. Slender white mullions set into the tall reclangular windows dissolve into the glass,
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y 1ts windows?

icement must complemeant inte

ws, respond to solar onentabion,

de necessary vanlilation. Placement in the exterior wall

acause windows in different rooms

raises the level of compiaxity

with different needs and functions must come together in a com

. the elevalion 15 i1ts face

GWE arg

I wind

nis—windows,

Cottage elevations are about many desigr
praportion, colos, texture, function, and shape—all working
together to make a pleasing mix. From the exterior the windows
of this cotlage are umbred by the cor

m and the masterful, often

went

symmaeltrical window pl

Whether small vignettes or extra-large

casements masquerading as double

Lowrard the

same lwo-over-two pattern in the hallway, dining nook, and hungs, the windows (oo

=at view, All these different windows

kitchen; and square portholes that frame small vignette
. . - i . srought together by their uniform
views of the skv and treetops, The simple formula creates S—

4 oriable

malding size to make a co

harmonious varicty, As the glazing is reduced in scale, the elevation and a cozy design

exterior trim and millwork |:|1'u|1u|'1.immr.v|\ expand for a

hefty look that contrasts nicely with the light ellect of the

Varying the scale of
malerials gives clues to
the icrarchy of spaces
and their funclions. Heavy
brackets trumpet this
entrance, and wide clap-
board siding distinguishes
the main cottage from the
storage lean-to, with its
narrower shiplap siding.

corner windows,

Stacked over each other in the living room and bedroom,
the double corner windows afford wide-angle views out 1o
the .w'u:'rnuru|i||__1_:_ I..mi.u.-,.]u-, And Trom the exterior, the win-
clonws make the cottage corners visually dissolve, allow ing
yvou to see all the way through the cottage to the trees and

water beyond,

Opposites Attract
.-".|1|]l\'it1g basic color theory can literally add dimension to a
cottage. While the white exterior trim of the windows, cor-

ner boards, water table, fascia, and ralters gives the cottage

am airy look, the cranberry red doors add \'l.'i.‘ight anil {|L‘|Jl|l.
That's because red is the opposite ol green on the color

wheel, so that when the twe colors are in close proximity,
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The standing-seam metal
roof extends over the porch
like a warmhearted handshake,
welcoming friends even before
they enter the cottage. Generous
windows and French doors
offer glimpses of the bright
and casual interior.
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The shiny finish of the knotty pine walls and ceiling in the woadsy
guest cattage prajects a clean, crisp, rustic look that malches the
character and tone of the dining noek in the main coltage.

the eye perceives red as advancing and green as receding,
The result is an illusion of added depth. As a subliminal
honus, a red door looks weightier and more secure than
a white door,

Both the interior and exterior rely on a color palette
drawn from the cottage’s natural surroundings. The green
siding blends in with the evergreen lmughﬁ that shelter the
cottage. The white trim, gray metal rool, and red door
reflect cool colors found in the landscape. On the interior,
the warm pine walls, ceiling decking, window and door
trim, and the oak floors are naturally finished to highlight
the variation in color and texture of the fir, pine, and hem-
lock woods, With the exception of the terra-cotta walls of
the snug dining nook, all the painted walls are the same soll
fawn color. The use of one dominant color with one or two
accent colors ties the rooms together visually, something
impaortant to remember when your cottage is just a litile

more than 1,000 sq. ft.

Silly-smooth blond floorboards, honey-pine door
molding, dark-stained porch decking, and white-painted
woad trellis highlight the delightfully diverse passibilities
for wood finishes. Fittingly, the shaggy fir tree trunk looks
just like a porch column.
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